GUIDELINES AND EXPECTATIONS FOR THESIS AS CULMINATING ACTIVITY
GENERAL COMMENTS: 
Students pursuing their Master of Science (MS) degree in the Department of Criminology & Criminal Justice at TCU have the opportunity to apply for a thesis as their culminating activity in partial fulfillment of the MS-CCJ degree. Students seeking to take the thesis route are required to complete the Thesis Prospectus Application Form before they are allowed to embark on the thesis track. 
Broadly speaking, students must complete the aforementioned form and submit a short summary of their proposed thesis topic, which will then be evaluated by the proposed Thesis Chair, Graduate Director, and Assistant Graduate Director. The individuals will either approve or deny the proposal. Applying for a thesis as a culminating event is not guaranteed to be accepted. Student qualifications, academic writing skills, methodological and statistical performance, and student motivation (among other considerations) will be used in determining whether to approve applications. 
DEFINING A THESIS
A thesis can be described as follows:
A thesis is a written record of the work that a candidate has undertaken. It constitutes objective evidence of the author’s knowledge and capabilities in the field of interest and is therefore a fair means to gauge them. Thesis writing induces many lifelong benefits and demonstrates one’s competence in the field.
Of particular importance, a thesis is an attempt to communicate. The process begins with the writer's curiosity and is a project aimed at gathering more information, through research and analysis, on a topic to share with the public. 
EXPECTATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS
Constructing a thesis in Criminology and Criminal Justice requires a great deal of discipline, resilience, hard work, and time management. There are several requirements a thesis must meet to be considered sufficient for a master’s level degree:
· A thesis must provide a thorough and critical examination of existing literature. Specifically, students should expect to read and use at minimum 50 peer-reviewed studies to explore and support their thesis topic. The number of studies will vary according to the student’s specific area of concentration. 

· A thesis should discuss the historical literature pertaining to the topic in detail and provide considerable depth on the current state of scientific literature on the same topic. The construction and flow of writing should be logically consistent. 

· A thesis, much like other peer-reviewed scientific papers, must clearly identify gaps in the existing literature to justify the point of conducting the research. As such, students must read a considerable amount of scientific literature to understand their area of concentration and effectively identify areas needing research.

· In most cases, a thesis should have a theoretical framework and be supported by criminological and/or interdisciplinary theory. Theory should be used both in the context of the literature review and in justifying the specific variables being analyzed in the study. There are very few exceptions to this; thus, a viable thesis will likely include some conversation about theory. 

· A thesis should be methodologically rigorous. Students must have a clear methodological framework and research design that specifically aligns with and enables the answering and testing of clearly stated research questions and hypotheses.

· A thesis is considerably longer than a standard course paper. Students should expect to construct an introduction, literature review, methodology, results, discussion, and conclusion sections between 50 and 100 pages (not including TOC, Tables, Figures, Title page, References, Appendices, etc.). 

· A thesis should be an original piece of work. In other words, the thesis should present new and novel research questions and hypotheses, and generate new and novel scientific findings that contribute to the advancement of the discipline. 

· A thesis should be analytically rigorous. Both qualitative and quantitative theses must employ analytical procedures and research designs consistent with graduate-level academic standards. 
· For example, students conducting a quantitative analysis of data for their thesis must go beyond mere descriptive statistics and should, at a minimum, employ some form of multivariate inferential statistical analysis, data permitting. 
· Students conducting a qualitative analysis, such as interviews, should include a minimum of 10 participants. 



GUIDELINES FOR PURSUING A THESIS
Completing a thesis requires three major steps. Students should be aware that each step involves various objectives requiring completion, some of which are detailed here:
STEP 1: Students must submit the Thesis Prospectus Application Form and a 2–3 page detailed summary of their proposed thesis idea. This step requires clearly delineating viable research question(s), specifically testable research hypotheses, and a proposed methodological approach, among other requirements. Students may proceed to Step 2 if the Thesis Chair, Graduate Director, and Assistant Graduate Director approve the proposal.
STEP 2: Students are required to develop the entire “front end” of their thesis prospectus and defend their prospectus in front of their chosen thesis committee and other faculty in attendance in the Fall of their second year. A proper “front end” includes an extensive, thorough, and critical examination of the relevant corpus of literature on the proposed thesis topic. It is required that students’ thesis prospectus include the following sections:
1. Title page
2. Abstract
3. Introduction
4. Literature Review
a. Historical framework
b. Theoretical framework
c. Topic subsections (will vary by topic)
5. Current Study Section
a. Justification of current thesis
b. Research questions
c. Hypotheses
6. Methodology Section
a. Population
b. Sampling frame
c. Sampling procedure
d. Data/sample characteristics
e. Missing data
f. Research design
g. Theoretical justification for variables
h. Measures
i. Independent variables
ii. Dependent variables
iii. Control variables
i. Reliability and validity of proposed measures (if required)
j. Analytic strategy
i. Justification of proposed statistical approach
7. References
These sections at the front end typically have multiple subsections within them. Students can expect the front half of their prospectus to range from 30 to 70 pages in length. The entire thesis must also comply with current APA formatting/citation/reference requirements. 
To fully defend their prospectus, students should have already collected and have access to the proposed data they intend to analyze in their thesis. After your thesis application has been approved, students must submit an IRB request to have their data access and study approved. Access the following link to start the IRB process: https://research.tcu.edu/research-compliance/irb/cayuse-human-ethic/
Students must also complete their human subjects and behavior research training through CITI. Students must be certified through CITI before analyzing any data. CITI training can be accessed at the following link: https://research.tcu.edu/research-compliance/irb/irb-training/
Constructing a proper Methods section requires data access because many of its elements can only be accomplished when data are available. Poor methodology and/or lack of relevant data are grounds for denial of thesis completion.
Students should expect multiple rounds of edits from their committee members. Failure to address and/or incorporate recommendations in the thesis document is grounds for denial of thesis completion.
Students may proceed to Step 3 if their supervisory committee approves their prospectus defense. 
STEP 3: A successful prospectus defense allows students to construct the latter half of their thesis. The latter half includes the following:
1. Analytic Strategy
2. Results
a. Tables
b. Figures
3. Discussion
4. Limitations
5. Policy Considerations
6. Future Research
7. Conclusion
8. References
9. Appendices (if needed)
10. Supplemental Materials (if needed)
Students will submit their completed first rough draft of the entire thesis document to their thesis committee, who will review it and provide edits as needed. Students should expect multiple rounds of edits and write multiple drafts of their thesis. The chair of the committee will ultimately decide whether the edits/revisions have been fully completed. A final defense date will then be chosen, and the student will defend their final thesis. Students will have successfully completed the requirements of their thesis as a culminating activity once their supervisory committee approves their final defense.
Students should note that AddRan College has formatting standards that must be adhered to. The College has the power to reject a poorly formatted thesis. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that all edits and formatting requirements are met per TCU’s standards. 
TENTATIVE THESIS TIMELINE
This tentative timeline provides guidance for students and faculty in the progression and completion of a master’s thesis.
	Action Required
	Due Date

	Student completes the Thesis Prospectus Application Form & Summary

	By the end of the spring semester

	Thesis Applications Review

	By June 1st 

	1st Draft of Thesis “front end”

	October 1st of the second year in the program

	2nd Draft of Thesis “front end”

	November 1st

	Prospectus Defense

	End of November / first week of December

	Data acquisition, cleaning, coding, and analysis

	All of December

	1st Draft of the entire thesis document

	February 1st

	2nd Draft of the entire thesis document

	March 1st

	3rd Draft of the entire thesis document

	April 1st

	Final Thesis Defense

	April 

	Submit to AddRan College 
	April 




